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SUBJECT: COUP RUMORS 

1 . THE WASHINGTON POST PUBLISHED JULY 24 A LEWIS SIMONS 
ARTICLE WHICH HEADLINED "THAIS FEAR A RETURN TO MILITARY 
CONTROL". THE ARTICLE REPORTS THAT "WESTERN OBSERVERS " 
BELIEVE THAT THE THAI ARMY AND ITS POLITICAL ALLIES HAVE 
DECIDED TO OVERTURN THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT BECAUSE THAT 
GOVERNMENT IS MOVING TOO SWIFTLY TO "MEND FENCES" WITH 
THAILAND'S NEW COMMUNIST NEIGHBORS. 

2. THE SIMONS ARTICLE HAS AROUSED INTEREST IN WASHINGTON 
ABOUT THE DEGREE OF THAI MILITARY DISSATISFACTION WITH 

THE SENI GOVERNMENT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY COMMENT 
IN GENERAL AND SPECIFIC ALLY ON: 

(A) WHERE HAS POWER GRAVITATED IN THE MILITARY SINCE 

THE DEATH OF GENERAL KRIT AND THE REASSIGNMENT OF PRAMAN? 

(B) IS THERE SUBSTANCE TO REPORTS THAT THE THAI MILITARY 
HAVE TAKEN SPECIFIC ACTIONS (E.G., DEFOLIATION MISSIONS 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS' EFFORTS TO REACH A RAPPROCHEMENT WITH 
THE INDOCHINA COUNTRIES? 

(C) TO WHAT EXTENT HAS THE COMPLETION OF THE US MILI- 
TARY WITHDRAWAL AND RECENT INSURGENT ATTACKS TENDED 
TO UNITE THE THAI MILITARY IN OPPOSITION TO THE POLICIES 
OF THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT? 

(D) TO WHAT EXTENT ARE THE THAI MILITARY OR ELEMENTS 

WITHIN THE THAI MILITARY CAPABLE OF MOUNTING A COUP? KISSINGER 
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